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Introduction
The Manufacturing industry has always been a cornerstone of the 
United Kingdom’s economy. From the Spinning Jenny to the James 
Watt’s Steam Engine the UK was regarded as the ‘Workshop of the 
World’. However, this titan of industry is now facing and entirely new 
world of 21st century challenges.

The UK manufacturing sector is navigating a complex landscape in 
2026, influenced by technological advancements, regulatory changes, 
and global economic factors.
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1. Cybersecurity Risks and Operational 
Disruptions

The manufacturing industry is increasingly targeted by cyberattacks 
due to its reliance on interconnected systems and sensitive data. A 
notable incident in September 2025 involved a cyberattack on Jaguar 
Land Rover, leading to a significant production halt and highlighting 
vulnerabilities in supply chain operations. This event underscores the 
critical need for robust cybersecurity measures to protect against 
potential threats.  

2. Legacy Systems and Integration Challenges

Many manufacturing SMEs continue to operate on outdated IT 
infrastructure, hindering the adoption of modern technologies like 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Internet of Things (IoT). Integrating these 
technologies into legacy systems presents challenges related to data 
compatibility, system interoperability, and the need for specialised 
skills. Overcoming these barriers is essential for enhancing operational 
efficiency and competitiveness. 
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3. Data Management and Compliance

Manufacturers are increasingly required to manage large volumes 
of data for regulatory compliance, quality control, and operational 
optimisation. Ensuring data integrity and security while complying with 
industry standards necessitates the implementation of advanced data 
management systems and practices. This is particularly challenging for 
SMEs with limited resources.

4. Supply Chain Disruptions and Resilience

Global supply chains are experiencing disruptions due to factors like 
geopolitical tensions, trade policies, and logistical challenges. For 
instance, the cyberattack on Jaguar Land Rover had a ripple effect 
on its entire supply chain, affecting smaller suppliers and leading to 
production delays. Building resilient supply chains through digital tools 
and strategic partnerships is crucial for mitigating such risks. 
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In 2023, the UK 
manufacturing industry 

made up 20% of all cyber 
attacks - a 42% increase 

compared to 2022.
GOV UK (2023)



4. To Lower Costs and Insurance 
Premiums
Some cyber-insurance providers offer lower premiums or easier 
acceptance if you have Cyber Essentials certification, since it proves 
you’re managing risk effectively. Insurers such as Aviva, Hiscox, and 
AXA have confirmed that Cyber Essentials and Cyber Essentials 
Plus certifications can make you eligible for lower premiums or more 
favourable terms. 

Managed IT Services
Cloud Central has been providing comprehensive 
remote and on-site managed IT services to 
organisations across the UK for over 15 years. Our 
highly experienced team works with your business to 
understand your challenges to provide solutions and a 
streamlined strategy.

Co-Managed IT Services
Our Co-managed IT Services offering could help your 
IT staff enhance their expertise where knowledge gaps 
may prevail. Alternatively businesses choose to use our 
extensive expertise as an extension of their own team, 
offering extra support to help facilitate and deliver 
time consuming projects or service to users.

Digital Transformation 
Cloud Central are specialist in digital transformation. 
We assess your current processes and identify areas 
for improvement to enhance efficiency and cost 
savings. Through tailored solutions such as cloud 
computing, data analytics, and automation, we 
facilitate seamless integration of digital tools into your 
day-to-day operations.

Managed Hardware
Our managed hardware service streamlines the 
management of your organisation’s hardware allowing 
our team to monitor each device within the business, 
allowing our team to remote access to support your 
team, as well as activating and locking devices when 
required. 

Hardware Procurement 
We can assist your business with procuring hardware. 
If your organisation is in need of new laptops, 
monitors, or specialist equipment, we can streamline 
the acquisition process.

Managed Networks
A Managed Network allows our team to optimise your 
organisations network to ensure your team is getting 
the best internet speeds and connection; this includes 
Wi-Fi surveys, managing router and locational access.

IT Consultancy
Our consultancy services can provide regular business 
reviews to discuss how your businesses IT can 
align with your organisations long-term goals and 
challenges.

Windows & macOS support
Cloud Central supports both Windows and macOS 
environments, catering to a wide range of businesses.  
Our technicians can provide assistance, whether 
it’s managing your organisation environment or 
troubleshooting individual user issues; we can help. 

Managed Services Include
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5. Energy Costs and Sustainability

High energy costs pose a significant challenge to UK manufacturers, 
particularly those with energy-intensive operations. The UK recorded 
the highest industrial energy prices among International Energy 
Agency member nations in 2023, primarily due to its heavy reliance 
on gas and its pricing mechanisms. Implementing energy-efficient 
technologies and exploring alternative energy sources are essential for 
reducing operational costs and enhancing sustainability. 

6. Skilled Labour Shortage 

The manufacturing sector faces a shortage of skilled workers, with 
many professionals retiring and fewer young individuals entering the 
field. This skills gap impacts productivity and innovation. Investing in 
training programs, apprenticeships, and partnerships with educational 
institutions can help bridge this gap and ensure a steady pipeline of 
talent. 

The Jaguar Land Rover hack cost an estimated 
£1.9 billion to the UK economy
Cyber Monitoring Centre (2025)
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Conclusion 

The manufacturing industry in the UK stands at a critical crossroads. 
With rising cyber-threats, legacy infrastructure, skills gaps, and the 
pressures of digital transformation, it’s clear that technology is now 
both a driver of growth - and a gatekeeper of survival. Manufacturers 
who fail to address their IT challenges risk losing not only productivity, 
but reputation, revenue, and competitive edge. Yet, those who adapt 
and invest wisely can unlock remarkable efficiencies, safeguard 
operations, and build truly resilient, future-ready businesses.

That’s where the right partner makes all the 
difference 

At Cloud Central, we understand the unique demands of UK 
manufacturing - from securing factory networks and modernising 
legacy systems, to safeguarding intellectual property and ensuring 
business continuity. With tailored IT support, proactive monitoring, 
robust cybersecurity solutions, and rapid-response troubleshooting, 
we enable your technology to work for your business - reliably and 
securely.

Ready to transform risk into resilience?

Contact us today to book a free consultation and see how we can 
support your digital journey, protect your operations, and power your 
growth.
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Contact Our Team Today:
Website: cloudcentral.co.uk
Phone: 01332 333220
Email: enquiries@cloudcentral.co.uk

Head Office Address:
Badger Farm Business Park,
Willowpit Lane,
Hilton, Derby,
Derbyshire,
DE65 5FN


